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The White House Gives Up on Making
Coders Dress Like Adults

The U.S. Government wants to hire more people like Mikey Dickerson.
He’s the former Google engineer the White House recently tapped to
lead the new U.S. Digital Service. Dickerson has impeccable
credentials. He comes from one of Silicon Valley’s most successful
companies. He flew into Washington a year ago to salvage the
disastrous Healthcare.gov website. [...]
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Introducing the U.S. Digital Service

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT wants to hire more people like Mikey Dickerson. He's the
former Google engineer the White House recently tapped to lead the new U.S.
Digital Service.

Dickerson has impeccable credentials. He comes from one of Silicon Valley's
most successful companies. He flew into Washington a year ago to salvage the
disastrous Healthcare.gov website. And by all accounts, he did an amazing job.
Now, his White House on-boarding has become a kind of recruiting tool for Uncle
Sam. And just for good measure, the feds want all the techies out there to know
Dickerson wasn't forced to do that amazing job in a suit and tie.

In a White House video, Dickerson says he is asked one question again and again
by people curious about his new job. They "want to know if I'm wearing a suit to
work every day," Dickerson explains in the video. "Because that's just the quickest
shorthand way of asking: 'Is this just the same old business as usual or are they
actually going to listen?"

When it comes to computers, the federal government has a nasty reputation for
prizing ISO standards and regulatory checkboxes above working code. The video
is the White House's best effort at saying it's going to get real and hire people
based on what they can do, not how they dress for work. Ben Balter, who spent
some time as a White House Presidential Innovation Fellow a few years back,
tells us he had to code in suit and tie.
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According to the Dickerson, that's changed. He isn't showing up in a T-shirt, but
he's free to wear a wrinkled button-down and comfortable pants.

By subtle measures, however, the video also shows how far things still have to go.
One thing that's even more important than the latitude to ditch a tie is the
latitude to chose the best tool for the job. Fixing government procurement so
developers aren't locked into a rigid list of predefined tools will take more work.
In the video, Dickerson opens up his government-issued Blackberry smartphone
and discovers his password doesn't meet government muster. "The password you
have typed is too short," he reads from a screen.

And if you browse through federal government job applications such as this
White House IT job, you'll see random drug tests and college degrees are still part
of the equation. Under the job's key requirements section is this nugget:
"RELOCATION EXPENSES WILL NOT BE PAID." You're unlikely to see that on a
Google job ad.

>They're starting to look official now, aren't they? They've got suits and
everything.

So if you do take a job at the White House, you may want to bring your own
snacks, expect to work at a desk, not a couch, and hold off on bringing your
skateboard to work.

Still, the feds are trying to do tech in a clueful fashion. The Obama administration
has opened the door to open-source software and collaborative coding. And, hey,

even the CIA is using Amazon's web services.

Midway through the video, there's a shot of a staff meeting where President
Obama gives Dickerson and his fellow tech "hot-shots" a shout out. "They're
starting to look official now, aren't they? They've got suits and everything,"
Obama quips, a nod to the black jacket and yellow tie Dickerson has worn to the
meeting. Dickerson tells the president this isn't the norm. "This is literally only
because you're here," he replies.
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Robert McMillan covers the complex technologies that run behind the scenes to make your mobile
apps do cool things. Send him a tip at robert_mcmillan@wired.com
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Joe Biden, and the Country, Could Really Use a CTO

Plus: Obama’s head techy, the world’s social media addiction, and Russia’s unwelcomed escalation.
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To Win the Next War, the Pentagon Needs Nerds

Data scientists, coders, and other techies could prove decisive in future conflicts—if Uncle Sam can
recruit them.

WILL KNIGHT

Google Has a Plan to Stop Its New Al From Being Dirty and Rude

The future of computing is Al-powered chatbots that have read the entire internet—if Google can figure
out how to tame them.

TOM SIMONITE
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Feds Warn Employers Against Discriminatory Hiring Algorithms

As Al invades the interview process, the DOJ and EOCC have provided guidance to protect people with
disabilities from bias.

KHARI JOHNSON

How Elon Musk Upstaged Barack Obama’s Social Media Manifesto

Plus: Jack Dorsey on Twitter’s impact, a suggestion for the country’s next CTO, and the insect
apocalypse.
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The Fall of Roe Would Put Big Tech in a Bind

Alphabet, Meta, and others collect heaps of user data that could be exploited by law enforcement—and
create legal hazards.

VITTORIA ELLIOTT

Ukraine War Prompts Europe's New Emergency Rules for the Internet

The Digital Services Act has granted the European Commission unprecedented power over tech
companies in times of war.

MORGAN MEAKER
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Paradise at the Crypto Arcade: Inside the Web3 Revolution

The new movement wants to free us from Big Tech and exploitative capitalism—using only the
blockchain, game theory, and code. What could possibly go wrong?
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Descubre cudnto vale tu coche en Nuevo Volkswagen Taigo. El1 SUV... ¢Cudnto tiempo le durarian 500.000
solo 30 segundos coupé. € en su jubilacion?
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